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STATE ALSO FOR PEACE CORPS 

ABIDJAN FOR RESO 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ASEC, ML 

BJECT: ASSOCIATE PEACE CORPS DIRECTOR MALI- AMADOU KEITA 

REG: STATE 002018 

1 . PEACE CORPS DIRECTOR HAS INFORMED EMBASSY OF HIS 
INTENTION TO RETAIN KEITA AS ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR. EMBASSY 
STATES THAT FACTS CONCERNING KEITA CLEARANCE ARE WELL 
ESTABLISHED: KEITA DID NOT NOTE ON HIS EMPLOYMENT 
APPLICATION THAT HE HAD BEEN CONVICTED OF EMBEZZLEMENT AND 
HAD SERVED PRISON SENTENCE IN MALTS MAXIMUM SECURITY 
PRISON AT KIDAL. KEITA'S EXPLANATION THAT MALIAN CUSTOM 
WIPED SLATE CLEAN SOME YEARS AFTER SERVING SENTENCE WAS 
CLEARLY NOT ACCEPTABLE JUSTIFICATION FOR HAVING OMITTED 
PRECISELY THAT INFORMATION SOUGHT BY EMPLOYMENT 
APPLICATION FORM. THERE IS NO DOUBT IN OCR MIND THAT KEITA 
DELIBERATELY FALSIFIED HIS APPLICION. 

2. ON OTHER HAND, HIS PERFORMANCE OVER PAST SIX ONE HALF 
YEARS, WHILE AT TIMES ERRATIC, AND HIS PRESENT USEFULNESS TO 
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PEACE CORPS DICTATE THAT FINAL DECISION BE MADE AS TO HIS 
CLEARANCE. EMBASSY, THEREFORE , IN LIGHT ON STRONG RECOMMENDA- 
TION BY PCD WILL REQUEST THAT FINAL CLEARANCE BE GRANTED BY 
STATE REGIONAL SECURITY OFFICER. 

3. RSO-REQUEST FINAL CLEARANCE FOR KEITA AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
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